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February 7, 2007

Sunroad should lower its building

As a non-pilot member of the public I've closely watched the back and
forth over the Sunroad building near Montgomery Field (“Aguirre puts
Sunroad on notice over tower,” Local, Jan. 31). The dispute seems clear:
One side is interested in public safety first and foremost, and the other is
interested in getting the most profit possible out of a building and hopes
no plane crashes into it.

I am surprised the Mayor's Office is not in line with the city attorney in
saying public safety is always government's first priority, and there is no
compromise. Even absent federal regulations, state laws and local
ordinances, that building just isn't smart or safe. You don't build a tall
building where airplanes fly. That's dangerous for those on the planes, the
occupants of the buildings, motorists on nearby roads and shoppers in
nearby businesses. It is bad for everyone.

In my opinion, Sunroad should do the right thing, and make safety, not
profit, its priority, and lower the building.

MARY BARRANGER
La Jolla
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